
K2 Base Camp & 
Gondogoro La Trek  

 

Trip Highlights  

 
¶ Views of K2, Broad Peak, Gasherbrum from the Gondogoro La 

¶ Walking in Concordia and the Baltoro Glacier 

¶ One of the world`s top 5 trekking adventures 

¶ Experience the picturesque Hushe Valley in Pakistan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                   TRIP AT GLANCE 

5-6 NIGHTS HOTELS , 14 NIGHTS CAMPING,  

13-14 DAYS STRENUOUS TREKKING 

                                                                  MAX. ALTITUDE ï 5700M / 18,700FT 

Key Destinations:Islamabad-Skardu-Shigar-Braldu-Baltoro Glacier-Concordia-K2-Broad Peak- 

                                           Gondogoro La-Hushe-Khaplu-Karakoram Highway 



TREK BACKGROUND 

This challenging trek gives great views of four 8,000m peaks and is thought by many to be one of the. best high 
mountain treks in the world. Some of the wildest and most dramatic landscapes on earth are found in the vast, 
rugged Karakoram Range situated in Northern Pakistan. Remote and spectacular, the icy peaks and vast 
Glaciers of the Karakoram offer unparalleled opportunities for adventurous trekking. The 62km long Baltoro 
Glacier is Pakistanôs number one trekking destination. Seven of the worldôs twenty-five highest peaks rise above 
this glacier, while the lower reaches are surrounded by some of the worldôs highest granite walls and spires.  
 
The Baltoro Glacier meets the Vigne and Godwin-Austen glaciers at the huge natural amphitheatre of Concordia. 
This is one of the most spectacular mountain campsites in the world. The huge pyramid of K2 only 10km distant 
dominates the view and creates a very special atmosphere. Our programme allows three days in the upper 
reaches of the Baltoro Glacier to savour the majesty of this unique place. The highest point reached on this trek 
is the 5,650m summit of the Gondogoro La. This is a challenging and technical route, which links the high glacial 
basin of the upper Baltoro with the green Hushe Valley to the south. The view from the summit is one of the most 
overwhelming mountain panoramas in the world, with four of the Karakoram 8,000m peaks close at hand. 
  
Our new itinerary combines all that is best in the Karakoram: a visit to K2 Base camp, a challenging ascent of a 
high pass, and the chance to experience two very different valleys. This trek offers variety and excitement. It is 
an unforgettable mountain experience. 
 

TREK OVERVIEW 

 

BEST TIME : MID-JUNE -  MID-AUGUST 2018 
 

Day Activity Mode Time Height  Accommodation 
01 Arrive Islamabad and Transfer to Hotel  Drive 30 Min 635m Guest House 

02 Fly to Skardu or Drive to Chilas from Islamabad Drive 12  hours  1,280m Hotel 

03 Drive to Skardu from Chilas-In case of flight 
cancellation 

Drive 7-8hours 2,450m  Hotel  

04 Drive to Askole Drive 6-7 hours 3,000m Camp 
05 Hike to Jhola Trek 7-8 hours  3,200m  Camp 
06 Hike ot Payu Trek 7 hours 3,450m  Camp 
07 Rest Day at Payu Rest  - 3,450m Camp 
08 Hike to Khoburche Trek 7-8hours 3,795m  Camp 
09 Hike to Urdukas Trek 3-4hours 3,900m  Camp 
10 Hike to Goro II Trek 6-7hours 4,295m Camp 
11 Hike to Concordia  Trek 4-5hours 4500 m Camp 
12 Optional visit to K2 and back to Concordia Trek 10 hours 5,100m  Camp 
13 Hike to Ali camp  Trek 4 hours 4,800m  Camp 
14 Contingency day at Ali camp  Trek - 5,100m  Camp 
15 Cross Gondogoro La camp at Xuspang Trek 9-12 

hours 
4,600m  Camp 

16 Hike to Shaieshcho Trek 6-7hours 3,350m Camp 
17 Hike to Hushe Trek 3-4hours 3,050m Camp 
18 Drive to Skardu Drive 5-6hours 2,450m  Hotel 

19 Fly to Islamabad or Drive to chilas Fly/ 
Drive 

8-10 
hours  

1,280m Hotel 

20 In case of Flight cancellation-Drive from Chilas to 
Islamabad or Islamabad/Contingency Day 

Drive 12-14 hrs 635m Guest House  

21 Fly Back to Home  - 30 Min 635m - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DETAILED ITINERARY 
 

                   Day 1: Arrive Islamabad and Transfer to Hotel 
On arrival transfer the group to hotel/ Guest House, in Rawalpindi Islamabad (the airport is situated mid-
way between Islamabad and Rawalpindi).  

 

ACCOMODATION 
GUEST 

HOUSE/HOTEL 

 

   MEALS : NIL 
 

 

DISTANCE 25 KM 
  

TIME 30  
DRIVING MINUTES 

 

TEMPERATURE 
42°C 

 

           ELEVATION 
635 M 

 

Day 2: Fly to Skardu or Drive to Chilas from Islamabad (Mini Van 480 km) 
a) Weather permitting, we take a spectacular flight to the high mountain region of Baltistan in the north 
east. On a clear day we should be able to see Nanga Parbat (8124m) and K2 (8611m) towering above all 
other mountains. (It is quite possible adverse weather in Islamabad or Skardu may affect our flight plans 
and make it necessary to drive by the Karakoram Highway to Skardu, a journey of approx two days).  
b) In case of cancellation of flight drive 10-12hrs by air conditioned coach/car to Chilas (480km) on the 
Karakoram highway.  
 

 

ACCOMODATION 
HOTEL 

 

   MEALS : 
BREAKFAST 

 

 

DISTANCE 15 KM 
  

TIME 1  
DRIVING HOURS 

 

TEMPERATURE 
35°C 

 

           ELEVATION 
2450 M 

 

Skardu Airport-Photo by Imad Brohi 
 
 



 

Day 3: Drive to Skardu from Chilas-In case of flight cancellation (Drive 275 km) 
a) Preparations for our trek (Briefing) and depending on our time of arrival into Skardu, there may be time 
to visit the town.Skardu is the regional capital of Baltistan, lying at the edge of a broad floodplain that is 
the confluence of the Shyok, Indus and Basha Rivers.  
b) If we are driving the road journey today will be 7-8 hrs to Skardu (275km). On route are spectacular 
views of Nanga Parbat (8125m)  
 

 

ACCOMODATION 
HOTEL 

 

   MEALS : 
BREAKFAST 

 

 

DISTANCE :NIL  
DRIVING  
TIME NIL  

 

TEMPERATURE 
35°C 

 

           ELEVATION 
2450 M 

 

Day 4: Drive to Askoli 3000m(Approx 6-7 hours) 
We will travel by jeep with our crew and supplies along the Shigar and Braldu valleys to Askole. Villages 
in Shigar have changed little in over five hundred years; farms with fields of barley, wheat and vegetables 
surrounded by stone walls and stands of poplar, willow and apricot trees. The apricot is a very important 
crop in the north, having a multitude of uses to the Balti and Hunzakut people. Villagers greet us as we 
pass through on the rugged dirt and stone road that leads to Baltoro. As we approach, the landscapes 
become desert like and once within the sheer valley of the Braldu, it is necessary to cross the river 
several times by suspension bridges. At various points the road may have collapsed due to erosion and 
we will transfer the gear across on foot to a vehicle on the other side.  

  

             
ACCOMODATION    
   CAMPING 

    
MEALS : BLD 

 

 
DISTANCE 140 

KM 

 
DRIVING TIME      

6-7 HOURS 
 

TEMPERATURE 
                    
                   30C           

         
 
 

ELEVATION 
   3000 M 

 

Day 5: Trek to Jula   
After considerable organisation of equipment, supplies and porter loads for the journey ahead, we 
commence trekking towards Jhola. The valley opens out to reveal the Biafo Glacier flowing for more than 
fifty kilometres from the Hispar La pass to the Braldu. We have our first taste of moraine walking as we 
cross the snout of the glacier and descend to our lunch spot beside the river. We also experience the 
harsh, stark environment that forms the base of these great mountains.  
 
Our route takes us to the confluence of the Braldu and Dumordo Rivers where the infamous flying fox or 
'jola' is located. It is still there, however a footbridge has now been built making the passage much easier 
by every perspective. (Consider individual passage of 50 to 70 people with loads, compared with walking 
straight across a steel bridge!). In past years it was necessary to make a high traverse across a rocky 
face and descend steeply to the riverside of the Dumordo to gain the flying fox. There is now a safe and 
pleasant pathway above the river. It is this valley, fed by the Panmah Glacier that was once a passage 
between Baltistan and Yarkhand across the West Mustagh Pass (5370m) into China. Once across, we 
descend beside the river to the Braldu and then follow along its banks to our camp.  

             
ACCOMODATION    
   CAMPING 

    
MEALS : BLD 

 

 
DISTANCE 21 KM 

 
HIKING HOURS 

7-8 HOURS 

                       ASCENT 
                        530M 
  
                      DESCENT 
                          410M 

         
 
 

ELEVATION 
   3200 M 

 
 
  
 
 
 



Braldu River on the way to Jula 

Day 6: Hike to Payu 3450m (Approx 7 hours)  
The route is mainly at riverside throughout the day, switching up and down somewhat according to the 
level of erosion and water levels of the Braldu. The Masherbrum Group may be glimpsed to our right via 
the Xiangang Valley. The range is a vast array of peaks that extend almost the full length of the southern 
side of Baltoro. Walking conditions are hot and dry and care must be taken to prevent sunburn, especially 
when most members will have come from a southern winter! As we approach camp several small glacially 
fed rivulets flow down from the north and the first peaks of the Trango and Uli Biaho group appear on the 
distant ridgeline. The vast snout of the Baltoro glacier, the fourth longest in Pakistan, is also visible but it's 
hard to gather a sense of scale from here. 
 

             
ACCOMODATION    
   CAMPING 

    
MEALS : BLD 

 

 
DISTANCE 21 KM 

 
HIKING HOURS 

7-8 HOURS 

                       ASCENT 
                        580M 
  
                      DESCENT 
                          335M 

         
 
 

ELEVATION 
   3450 M 

 

Day 7: Payu-Rest /Acclimatization Day 
Paiju is the traditional stopping point for all groups headed for Concordia, located at a widening of the 
Braldu Valley and within sight of the snout of the mighty Baltoro Glacier. This became a key staging point 
for climbing expeditions and trekking groups due to the presence of spring water and a sparse population 
of trees which were originally use for cooking fires. Today there are several levelled pitches for tents and 
the site is equipped with 'long-drop' toilets and wash basins - a 'bathroom' with one of the best views in 
the world! We spend a complete day at Paiju, which is good for our acclimatisation and is also a useful 
time for our porters to bake as much bread as they can for the trek before we climb up onto the glacier. 
For those with energy to spare there is the opportunity to hike up the hill above camp for extensive views 
of the granite towers of Trango and Cathedral peaks and potentially another glimpse of K2, still many 
miles distant. We spend a second night at Paiju. 
 

             
ACCOMODATION    
   CAMPING 

    
MEALS : BLD 

 

 
DISTANCE NIL 

 
HIKING HOURS 

NIL 

                       ASCENT 
                        NIL 
  
                      DESCENT 
                          NIL 

         
 
 

ELEVATION 
   3450 M 



 

Day 8: Hike to Khoburche 3795m (Approx 7-8 hours) 
Making the short approach to the glacier, the great expanse of ice stretching across the Braldu comes 
into perspective when we see the many porters forming an ant-like trail across it. Ice cliffs tower more 
than sixty metres above the turbulent waters at the origin of the Braldu River. As a result of its continually 
changing nature, the glacial moraine may be difficult to trek upon at this stage and our route varies 
somewhat each time. One should be prepared for a hard day of walking and carry plenty of fluid. Once at 
the other side, the trail will hug the side and occasionally necessitate a glacier or river crossing. There are 
now uninterrupted views of Paiju Peak (6610m), Uli Biaho group, Trango Group and Cathedral Group - a 
majestic, spired collection of mountains that the Karakoram are so well known for. Behind us the steep 
grassy slopes make high grazing pastures for ibex and the rocks are home to mouse hares (Pikas) and 
colourful hoopoe birds which forage for food scraps.  
 

             
ACCOMODATION    
   CAMPING 

    
MEALS : BLD 

 

 
DISTANCE 15 KM 

 
HIKING HOURS 

7-8 HOURS 

                       ASCENT 
                        640M 
  
                      DESCENT 
                          220M 

         
 
 

ELEVATION 
   3795 M 

 

Day 9 : Hike to Urdukas 3900m (Approx 3-4 hours) 
An easier day's walk, following a good trail at the side of the Baltoro with two feeding glaciers to cross 
enroute. It is Great Trango (5844m), facing eastwards, that is considered the greatest cliff face in the 
world and the point from which two Australians made a world record base jump in 1992. On the trail, pony 
trains carrying supplies to army camps are often passed and occasional helicopters overhead provide a 
reminder of our proximity to the disputed territory of Kashmir nearby. The grassy camp of Urdukas is well 
located before the mountains and is our last before continuing glacial camps. If the weather is clear at the 
head of the valley we may see Broad Peak (8050m) and Gasherbrum IV (7930m), two of the most 
prominent peaks of the region.  
 

             
ACCOMODATION    
   CAMPING 

    
MEALS : BLD 

 

 
DISTANCE 6 KM 

 
HIKING HOURS 

3-4 HOURS 

                       ASCENT 
                        250M 
  
                      DESCENT 
                          40M 

         
 
 

ELEVATION 
   3900 M 

 
 

Urdukas Camp 
 



Day 10: Hike to Goro II 4295m (Approx 6-7 hours)  
Descending rugged terrain onto the glacier, we cross to the centre where it is easier trekking.  
We weave over rolling mounds of rock and scree, not unlike that of a quarry and head almost in a direct 
path to GIV. We are in fact steering slightly northwards to a moraine hollow where Goro II is situated. The 
vast glacial highway of the Yermanendu feeds in from the south, leading from the many mountains 
around Biarchedi. Crystal and Marble Peaks are now right before us. Looking back towards Paiyu, the 
impressive mountain groups that have dominated our views over the last few days are now dwarfed as 
we trek higher and further away.  
 

             
ACCOMODATION    
   CAMPING 

    
MEALS : BLD 

 

 
DISTANCE 12 KM 

 
HIKING HOURS 

6-7 HOURS 

                       ASCENT 
                        330M 
  
                      DESCENT 
                          90M 

         
 
 

ELEVATION 
   4295 M 

 
 

View of Gasherbrum IV and Baltoro Glacier from Goro II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


